
The Secret Dispatch
l By JAMES GRANT S

OIIAPTRft VI. (Continued.)
"CVttnlnly tho Inst pliice wlu-re- , for

her own snke, I would ilni'c n llpnlcli
of tlic widow of l'ctt-- r III.." rctpondod
the othor linnglitlly; Imt Hultfoiilc felt hi

heart bent iniiekcr mih olic spoke. Her
voice win Hweet mid low utiil hud u won
dcrfiil chord In It.

HnlKonle did not rec much of hi host,
who wits Kcncrnlly ocvuplcil iimotiR IiIh
people, to whom ho wuh nlteriintcly n

lourcc of tevereiiee nnd of terror.
It Is not w"prilK tlint Chnrllc llol-icoii-

prefevrcil ilie society of two Itcnutl'
fill young kIiI to Hint of n testy old mnti.
To enhmicc their niittiml nttructlons nnd
winning mmiiieis tliey weio nlwiiys
dressed hi the moH fnthlnnnblc French
mode, nnd worn the rich stuffs which
cntne fnmi Mom'ow nnd even from China.

TIioukIi both eoiMltiii were rcmnrknblc
for their bounty one blonde, the other
dnik he Inid never for n moment wnv-ere-d

between them; for he hnd been, from
the first moment he beheld her, Irresist-
ibly nttrncted by the brilllnnt nnd black-eye- d

Nntnlle. Hexldex, he knew well
that Mnriolizzn wns betrothed to his
friend nmi brother olllccr, Basil Micro-wit-

It wns xenreely possible tlmt tho re-u- lt

of his visit could be otherwise thiili
it hnd proved; for Nntnlle wns no

benuty, but one who hnd sub-
dued tlie henrts of ninny more men than
Charlie HiiIkoiiIo men who, now nt
Moscow nnd St. Petersburg, were count-
ing the dnys of her exile from the Court

f Cnthiirlne.
He blessed the exile nnd choice of

nil so sudden nnd unfore-
seen, which hud en st him In her path.
He loved her with nil the passionate
adorntiou so beautiful mid winning n
woninn could Inspire In a young nnd
nrdent heart; nor was It long before Nn-

tnlle became nwuru of this, nnd was af-
fected by the same emotion.

The declaration of his love, nnd Nntn-He'- s

nvceptnuce of it, came about just as
others hno done; nnd for three dnys
after Itnlgonlc forgot nil about the trou-
blesome em press, her pressing dlnpnh
and the terrors of Lieutenant General
Weymnm.

At lust he begnn to wnke from his
dream, to lljid the stern necessity of de-
parting; mid, indeed, tho snub-nose- d

who was always hovering
about, seemed ns n perpetual reminder

f the duty he wns neglecting. The lov-
ers were solemnly betrothed In secret
Mnriolltzn wns their only rontidnnt nnd
nt present they could but arrange to wnlt
until they could mutually confide In Unsll
Mlorowltz, whom Nntnlle, ere long, ex-

pected to see. To write to ench other,
avo by special messenger, wns deemed

at present unwise; but llnlgoule would
visit her an lie returned ngiiln to Novgo-
rod.

80 the Inst evening they were to upend
together came; nnd they wcro seated,
wrcnthed In each other's nnns, with Nn-tail- 's

cheek resting 011 ltnlgonle's shoul-
der, In nu embowered rustic sent, not far
from the very place where ho had so
boldly crossed tho swollen river on that
eventful night.

Charlie's heart was full of sadness nnd
bewilderment; he could but mutter nnd
whisper of tils love nnd their hopes, and
again and again kiss Natalie nn the
cheeks and on tho lips, while her tenrs
flowed fust; for sho hnd nil the cooing
tenderness of a ring-dov- e now, nnd could
only murmur from tlino to time:

"Oh. Carl, Carl my own Curl!" nnd,
like other joung Indies xlmtlnrly circum-
stanced on the evo of separation, bcllcv-- d

herself to bo tho most miserable be-
ing. In the world. Hut, nmlil nil this, she
suddenly started and grew pule, on seeing
a figure approach.

"See, Carl, seo!" she exclaimed; "tlmt
hnrriblo woman must be ominous of evil
at such 11 time. Why Iiiin she been per-
mitted to approach';"

Hnlgoiiie saw, nt 11 little distance, only
a HuKsInn gyps) girl, possessed evidently
of considerable pcrwunl attractions. She
stood timidly, nnd irresolute whether to
advance or retire: and bowed her bend
with grent humility, while crossing her
fine but dusky ImmU and arms upon her
breast.

"Oh I" resumed Nntnlle, with some-
thing of n shudder. " 'tis Olgn Piiulowuii:
don't let her speuk to us In our parting
hour, Curl, lest wo be compelled to hear
her slug, nnd that tuny perhnpn bode
evil. The steward, I understand, has
thrice by dog ami whip driven nwny this
gypsy girl, who has come to the house
ngnin nnd ngnlu, ostensibly to seek alms,
but doubt less only to steal or work mis-
chief by her cunning: for though our
Hussion gypsies lire not nllowcd to pitch
their tents on any land without the ex-

press consent of tho owner, this girl's
brother, Nicholas Pnulovitcli, a hnlf-bloo-

has permanently settled on our
estate, somewhere In the forests; though
he Is despised and Innthed by tho peas-
antry, whom, doubtless, ho lonthcs and
hates niost cordially In turn. 1 do wish
she would go uway without being ordered
to do m."

I.lttle did Natalie know Hint those ill- -'

requited visits of the poor gypsy girl hnd
direct refcicncp to the life nnd safety of
him whose hands cl.isped hers so ten-
derly mid loutldiugly.

"Ah!" snhl Nntnlle, with increasing
annoyance; "she Is about to sing, but
her voice will soon summon the stew-aril.-"

Olgu now begun to sing with grent
sweetness 11 Itusslnu snug, tint hist lines
of which ended in a shriek, with which
a cry from Natalie minded; for tho cruel

toward had been stealing through the
thicket uupcrcelvcd, nnd now bestowed
a heavy lush across the tender shoulders
of tho cowering and shrieking girl; but
ere he could repent it, llnlgoule sprung
for wind, nrrested the descending whip,
mid then placing in tho huiid of the sing-
er a few bade her hasten nwny, on
which she departed, with tears of pain
and gratitude, after pressing his Angers
to her lips; and, in her terror and con-

fusion, lenvlug her task undone her
warning of coming treachery untold.

"Oh, Curl!" Kild Nntnlle, laying her
head again on linlgouio's breast, "dear-
est Carl, 1 inn so glad she has gone with-
out weaving some mischievous spell; for,
smile as you may, 1 can't help feariug
thoso people! I am a true Itusslnu, nnd
dread the evil eye!"

Iticher by n lock of dark nnd silky
hair and a diamond ring, but leaving his
heart behind him, In ono swift hour after
this little episode, Hnlgonio had depart-
ed to meet, and, for greater security, to
travel iu consort with, a caravan of a
hundred and fifty boors, who were con-- (

veylng sugar from Moscow to Bt. Peters-
burg.

was guided again by the sly

(He who bad resolved to take
good care that the said caravan
be avoided,

after Balgonle'a departure,

and when Nntnlle In the solitude of her
n win room wns abandoned to tenrs nnd
umivalllng regrets. 11 trusted messenger
from her brother nrrlvcd with n brief
note, written so enigmatically that none
sine herself could have understood or
deciphered It; but the spirit of It wns
briefly this:

"All Is iirrnuged for freeing the pris-
oner of H. by n strntegeiii. A dispatch
that tuny counteract, If not bnflle, our
tdans, and fntnlly compromise us nil, has
been sent by old Weyninrii to St. Peters-
burg. 1 know not who tho benrcr Is:
but be nssured of this, he will never
reach It nllve. We liuve set Podntchklne
on his truck, nnd he. worthy I.ivonlnti,
for two hundred rubles, would skin his
own father alive."

After reading this plcnsnnt epistle, lit-

tle wonder is it Hint Nntnlle wns found
by Murlollzr.n, ns the twilight deepened,
half senseless upon her bed, cold, In
tears, nnd utterly miserable.

' CHAPTER VII.
A lover has occasionally been likened

to u fool, us being n mini possessed by
one Idea. This was certainly somewhnt
of poor Chnrllc ltnlgonle's stntc of mind.
Ho saw only the dark e)cx, tho hnlf
drooped lips, nnd the fnrewell glance of
Nntnlle so full of hidden nnd tender
meniilngrnnd while thinking of her nnd
of her lust words nnd promises, their mu-

tual hopes of the future, based almost
entirely upon Unsll, he fell an easy prey
to the plans nnd schemes of the wily
Corporal Podntchklne, who saw only his
anticipated two hundred silver rubles;
nnd who, knowing the country as well ns
If It had been every ncre, rood nnd vcrst
his own property, led him on and on he
knew not where; but, at nil events, two
hours after they should have met the
caravan, they found themselves, to nil
appearances, lost iu a dense forest of
dark pine trees.

Fulling the enrnvnu, having now pro-
ceeded, ns he believed, some twenty
miles or so, llnlgoule hnd thoughts of
pusslng the night nt the house of n
friend of Mlerowltz, 11 country gentleman
of whom he hnd been told by Mnriollzzn,
who laughingly assured him that this
personage was "n tine ltnsslan gentlemnn
uf the old school, who bent his wlfo reg-
ularly every Thursday nnd Saturday with
u whip of thongs," nnd wns seldom sober.

In short, though he knew It not, llnl-
goule hnd been for the Inst two hours
riding merely In 11 wide circle, and, by
the careful guidance of Podntchklne, wns
now not many miles from the hut of the
gypsy woodman, Nlcholns Pnulovitcli ;

and, consequently, he wns much nenrer
tho Castle of l.ougn than ho hnd tho least
idea of.

"Well, Mlchnll," sntd he, in reply to
some remark Iu which the corporal urged
tlmt they should proceed, "we have miss-
ed tho sugar enravan, nnd cannot dis-
cover the residence of the gentlemnn I
spoko of, so I am rather provoked at
you."

"Oh, excellency, who can withstand
destiny'" whined the fellow, using nu
old Russian proverb.

Shortly nftcrwnrd the wood opened n
little, n red light appeared, nnd they ap-
proached the'eottngo of Nicholas Paulo-vlte-

tho half-bree- '
"TIs the cottnge of n man I know.

Here, excellency, wo enn pnss tho night,"
said Podntchklne, leaping from his horse
nnd dutifully Inking linlgouio's bridle, ns
if to anticipate nny proposition of pro-
ceeding any further. "Thero is n shed
behind where I shall stable our horses;
Nlcholns, I know, will muke us welcome
to hU lodge."

In 11 few minutes more, llnlgoule found
himself seated In the cottage, the aspect
of which struck hlm ns being peculiarly
comfortless, dingy and squalid, ns ho
viewed it by the light of 11 pine torch,
which stood iu n rusty iron holder nn
tho rough deal table, whereon lay u pack
of frayed nud dog-eare- d curds.

In addition1 to Podntchklne nnd the
host, Nicholas Pnulovitcli, who stood re-

spectfully at a little distance fioni Hal-gonl- e,

nnd wns appraising the exact
vuluo of his costume, arms nud orna-
ments, even to Natalie's diamond ring,
there was present another fel-
low, with 11 powerful tigure, squaro
shoulders nud giunt heard, like every
Itiissinn or tho lower onlcr; eyes that
wcro small mid piercing, like those of n
mouse; 11 long, fierce nose and jagged
'teeth, hair shorn off closo above tho eye
brows nud hruslied nil down straight
from the crown of his bend, which Iu
form resembled n cono or n pineapple.

Tills barbarian, who wns dressed chief-
ly in a coat of sheepskin, and had a
smnll, Imt sharp, hatchet und dagger In
his girdle, was a Stepnlak, from a dis-

trict where nothing like a town was ever
seen or kuouui, but whoso aid und
strength Puiivltcli thought might be
useful mid necessary In the work he nud
Podntchklno had cut out for themselves
In the night.

(MlAPTKIt VIII.
llnlgoule wns rather wenry nfter his

long nud desultory rldo by rough nud un-

frequented ronds, chletly devious forest
paths; ho felt thirsty, und looked at 11

pitcher which stood on tho Initio.
"Will his excellency drink V" nsked

Nicholas Pnulovitcli. In his hoarse and
husky voice. "1 have fortunately one bot-

tle of Ulilne cordial," said tho woodman,
with u rapid und furtive glance nt his
comrades; "his excellency will doubtless
honor us by taking It with his supper, nt
least with such fare as tho forest pro-

duces, as stowed rabbit or so,"
"I thank you, good fellow. Where

Is this cottage situated V"
".Situated," replied Nicholas, with n

quick and uneasy glance nt the corporal,
fearing there might ho some discrepancy
Iu their information.

"Yes, iu wlint part of tho country?"
said Podiitchkluc, "for we naturally wish
to know."

"Near Velle."
"Then I am somewhere about twenty

miles from the I.ougat"
"Yes, excellency, precisely," replied

the rascal.
"Hence, If my hnrso Is fresh, I may

reach Schlusselburg V"
"Scarcely, as It lies fully tlfty miles

beyond Velle," said Nicholas.
"Is the distance so great?" exclaimed

Balgoule, little knowing that it was even
more, and nil unsuspicious of how thcbe
wretches were deluding hlm,

"Rut, excellency, we may prove more
able guides than Flchall Podntchklne,"
said the Gypsy woodman; "for we that
Is the Stepuulk and I must proceed to
Bt. Petersburg 011 a little
piece of business we shall huve to per-
forin together."

"Poor idiots!" thought Podatchklne,
"If you take his body to St Petersburg,
you will both be accused of murder and
knouted, as sure aa my name Is Mich ail;
eo I shall aava fifty aVer routCae."

TKCS3 OHIOAQO BAGi-LiE!- ,

A sound, ns of footsteps, and of some-- 1

thing like n drinking vessel falling nn the
floor of nn upper npnrtinent, matin the
xvoodmnn start up with astonishment and
nhirm. He hurriedly nppllcd it ladder to
the trap which gave admission to this
place, nnd nsceuded Into It: but returned
almost Immediately to sny, "there wns
no ono there." The evident surprise nnd
alnrnt of the three men nt this trivial
occurrence wns the first cnuso of cxcJt-in- n

ltnlgonle's suspicion, '

He nnd Podntchklne were both nrmed,
and even were these men outlaws, they
would scarcely, ho believed, dure to ns- -

siinlt nn olllccr on military duty; besides,
tho very nnme of Schlusselbuig, whither
he wns proceeding, carried 11 wholesome
tenor with It; so dismissing his casual
suspicions, Charlie unbuckled his sword,
nnd scntcd himself at the table, on which
11 cold supper of stewed rabbits nud
course rye bread wa's laid foi the four
who wero present.

A platter was plnred for n fifth per-
son whom Nlcholns remarked to Podatch-khi- e

In 11 growling tone was still nbroad
In the forest, or bad not returned from
some place which was named In a whis-
per.

With nn nffectntlon of extreme respect
nnd courtesy, none of the three worthies
would seat themselves at tho table until
llnlgoule specially Invited and urged
them III succession to do so.

The bottle of Rhine cordial was pro-

duced from the npiirtmeut nbovc und
opened. Two horns, one of which had
n handsome silver llm. were placed for
the captain and corporal. The former
was rather surprised to find such 11 drink-
ing vessel us this silver mounted cup In
n place so "qnalld. nnd he was about to
lift and examine It when Nicholas Pnulo-
vitcli, with utmost nervous haste, tilled
It, nud also that of the corporal.

To the surprise of llnlgoule, the IntKr
exhibited some undisguised nlarm on sit-
ing It plnced before hlm; It wns nn A-

ttention under nil the circumstances ?e
neither wished nor expected; mid so t,v
declined to drink.

"Nny. fear not, friend Mlchnll,'' Mild
the woodman, "'tis the best of cordial.
The cup with the silver mountnlngs Is,
of course, for his excellency the Hospo-deeii,- "

ho ndded, with a quiet but grim
significance which the wily Cossack
quite understood, so he drained the horn
without further objection. Soon nfter i
Hnlgonle expressed a desire for repose, j
ns no wisiicu 10 iicpurt ny iinyurcnK.

"This wny,-- excellency," snld Nlcholns,
with alacrity, lifting tho pine torch nnd
ushering hlm up tho stair, n mere com-

mon ladder, nnd through the trap door
Into the little apartment above, where
his couch, composed merely of skins of
tho bear nud sheep, nwnlted hlm, nnd
where he could seo the dark forest nnd
the occasional stars through a small win-

dow that gave light nnd air to the place,
which was so limited In slxp that It some-
what resembled n little cabin Iu a ship;

Left in the miserable den to his own
reflections mid to darkness, Charlie llnl-
goule plnced his sword conveniently nt
hand, nnd cast himself upon the pile of
sklus 1 lint were to form his bed, and
thought he hnd often fnred worse In tho
blvouucs of Silesia nnd Rnvariu.

(To be continued. I

EVERY ETH WATH THTOLEN.

And Tho 1 tilth Paper Wath In Great
IHthtrtth for Thome Time,

"Wp tire thorry to tlm.v," explained!
the editor of u weekly paper In Tejftw.;
'tlmt our couipotblng-iooii- i wntli ih
tercel In tlit night by tliomo unknown
tlicoiiudrcl, who tlitolc every cth in the
cthtiililltliuicnt unil thucccoded iu mak-
ing lit tl ctlicapc undetected.

"It lintli been Inipothlhlo of courthu
to procure n now tliuppl.v of cthctli Iu
time for thlth Itlitliuc, nnd wo nro
tluitli fomiiolloil to ifii to mtli In n
thltiiiitlon ninth cnibaiinllilng nmi'
(lltlitrctlilng: but we thee no other
courthu to ptirthtio than to innki; the
both tlitngger wo cuti to get along
without the inltlilng letter, nnd wo
tliereforu print the 'Newth' on time

of the loth tliuthtnl.uel.
"The motive of the niltheralile nilth-crea-

1 It unknown to utli, hut doubt-lot- h

wath revenge for tliouiu thup-pothe- il

Intliult.
"It thull never ho timid tlmt tho

petty thpite of the thiuull-thuiile- d

villain lintli illtlmbleil the 'Newth.'
If thlth lucctth the eye of the ilctetht-ahl- u

rathcul, we beg to iithuru lilin
that he tinderethtlinnteth the

of u tlrth-clat- h uewthpnprr
when he thlnkth he can cripple It
hopeletlily by breaking Into tho alpha-
bet.

"We take occathlon to tuny to hlm,
furthermore, that before next Thurth-tin- y

we will have three tltneth nth
many etheth nth he thole." Ex.

POLITE8T OF WARRIORS.

Oeo. l'lumer, Who Carries Drawing
Hooin Manners to the field.

MnJ. Gen. Pluuier, who led u bat-

talion of mounted riflemen in tho Mutu-lielelui- id

campaign In 1800, has u repu-

tation rivaling that of "tho mildest
niiinnered man that ever scuttled ship
or cut a throat." In tho thick of the
light ho Ih the politest of warriors. As
an example of ills unvarying "drawing-roo-

lminncrx." as a brother olllcer
once styled them, a story Ih told of hlm
that during the Matabele campaign hlx
small force found Itself In a very hot
corner, ami the men were falling rapid-
ly In all directions, Pluuier hail two
niaclilne gnus with him, and these, hu
considered, were not doing as well as
they might. He called up an orderly,
therefore, and said to hlm: "Will you
kindly go to dipt, lllank (who com-

manded tho guns) and tell hlm that 1

think ho might do better If ho would
please move his guns a little further to
tho right? Thank you." And then ho
calmly went on with bin direction of
tho light In tho siinie quiet, easy man-
ner. Again ho wuh rather badly hit
while hi eoiniiinud of a column during
the recent South Afrlean war, nnd Hont
a message to bin second in command
to tho effect "Hint ho wan rather badly
scratched, and ho would ho greatly
obliged if Col. Itlank would take over
tho command of tho forco pending fur-

ther ordei-8.-

The Ply in the Ointment.
Sirs. Henpeek I understand young

Poorumn, who wna married last Juno,
has unexpectedly fallen heir to the
property of a rich undo,

Mr. Henpeek Well, well!
Mrs. Henpeek Talk about luck!
Mr. Henpeek Yes, It is tough. If

he had ouly gotten It before last Juno..

Works the Other Way.
She Don't you believe that "a soft

answer turnvth away wrath?"
He Ob, yea. Oftener, however,

wrath frightens away n soft antwer,
Kansas City Journal
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Z. It CARTER.

Z. R. CARTER & BRO.,

Wholesale Dealers in

Grain and Hay
Halsted and 16th Sts.,

Telephone Canal 27.

w:

M. P. Byrne Construction Co.

CONTRACTORS
wort, Water Workt, Conduits, and

Electric Plants a Specialty.

ROOM 30.

88 East Washington Street.

J. J. VANDERBILT
DEALER IN

Hay, Grain
and Peed

Baled Shavings and Salt

Washburn-Crosb- y Go's Gold Modal Flour
WHOLESALE AND REJUIL.

Corner Michigan Avenue and 112th Place.

A. H. BARBER & CO.
Wholesale Dealers la

Patter, Cbeese,

COLD STORAGE
229-23- 1 SOUTH WATER STREET,

CHICAGO "

LONG DISTANCE TELEPHONE
MAIN SOltl

"KJ

Es & Poultry

VIENNA.
NEW ENOLANOL
OOUN1Y PAIR.
OADDY DOLLAR.

BREAD. CREAM OP MALI

ANY
-y

144-lt-C MUlm 81.

QK -

anal Lake Rt

TELEPHONE
has revolutionized trade

methods broadly and brought
to the individual opportunL
ties of business growth never
before possible.

Why not enjoy ,the advan-

tages and profit of the tele,
phone

Yourself ?
THE BEST SERVICE

AT LOWEST RATES.

Chicago Telephone Co.
CONTRACT DaWTI Mt WaahlagtM ftt. g.

J. B. CARTER.

179-1- 81

FRAZER !

srrzi?5B7&
MR FIRM

........a.. ... m&

Axle Grease

mn

WORLD.

OLD

'loToEVMYWHHlTH
AjiijIiooirHiijP

AXLE GREASE
For Omnibuses, Carriages,

and Threshing

FRAZER LUBRICATOR MANUFACTURERS

TELEPHONE

RElHHlEf

--Z7&X.T

Wagons,
Drays Machines.

CO.,

WILLIAM EISFELDT

FUNERAL DIRECTOR
AND EMBALMER

FINE LIVERY

86-8-8 RACINE AVENUE
CORNER GARFIELD AVE.

D. M. FCLMER, Prts. WM. C. WESTER, Trt. WM. J. N, SCHROEDtER, Stc

FULMER, KUESTER, SCHROEOER CO.

MANUFACTURERS AND DEA1ESS IN

LATH, SHINOLES AND POSTS
Mill-wo- rk and Interior Finish.

SPECIALTY
CEDAR POLES AND P03T8

TkDOMUitVltw59

mm LINCOLN

and

PAOTMII
5

New York,

St. Louts.

NORTH 270

BRANCH YARD&!
MORTON OROVC, ILLINCtO- -

Mills: Willlifoi,Mlcfc

AVENUE, CHICAGO.

Glybourn Avenue,

CHICAGO,

W. A. HINKINS ,
PROPRIETOR OF THE

Erie Livery id Beanlii Stalls
199 TO 201 ERIE STREET,

CHICAGO.
Telephone North 1078.

Strictly High-gra- de Carriages, Broughams and Light Livary

E. MUELHOEFER & BRO.
e

UNDERTAKERS- -

112 114

TlheneNrth4ll.

)'tt2iltMl,t"tM3wl f"f"t jll

PURE h

PUREST
:B ASK YOUR eMBfc

usHBI orocer mm2xsu foe mUIIs
2iinn these laisZ!I5MJ BRiflDS. HIPP

NONE

I The J. C. Grant

110, III, 114 Wa.t Uk ttrtfH,

UiUiUlTES?

Chicago,

BETTER.

Chemical Cow,
OHIOAQO.


